Cloak and dagger in the avoidance of immune surveillance.
CD95 and CD95-ligand (CD95L) are physiological mediators of apoptosis required for the control of cell numbers in the human immune system. Discoveries in CD95-dependent mechanisms of immune evasion by tumours suggest regulation by oncogene expression. Clonal contraction of lymphocytes by a CD95/CD95L-independent mechanism has been reported and new evidence supports a role for CD95-dependent peripheral lymphocyte deletion by non-lymphoid tissue. Additionally, factors affecting the pro- and anti-inflammatory effects of CD95L point to a balance of cytokines and growth factors.